
C Skagit Drainage and Irrigation Districts Consortium LLC
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In 1895, Washington passed laws to allow formation of Dike and Drainage Special Purpose Districts. Skagit districts were formed
beginning in late 1800s and granted the authority by the state to operate and maintain diking and drainage systems.

In 2017, twelve Skagit County Dike, Drainage and Irrigation Special Purpose Districts formed the Skagit County Drainage and Irrigation
Districts Consortium LLC, a watershed management partnership formed under RCW 39.84.200. Collectively, these districts serve 60,000
acres of prime farmland, providing drainage through the operations and maintenance of levees, dikes, pump stations, and over 500
miles of drainage ditches. Without this critical infrastructure, over half of this farmland would be un-farmable.

HB 1215/ SB 5266: What’s at stake

Mandatory - one-size fits all buffers - will significantly impair
and/or prevent the Districts’ ability to perform drainage
maintenance activities required by law and would jeopardize
internationally significant farmland, significantly reducing the
types and amount of crops that could be grown.

As a matter of public policy, the State can have mandatory
one-size fits all buffers, or a fully functioning agricultural economy
if international significance in Skagit County. It can’t have both.

We are striving for transparency, inclusion, and a locally
developed understanding of natural resource management
objectives in our watershed.

Recent efforts in support of HB1215/SB 5266, rely, in part, on reports
that do not accurately characterize the District drainage system.

The majority of District ditches are not salmon streams or tributaries
to salmon streams, they don’t have headwaters, fluvial processes,
or gravel. Furthermore, the Skagit District ditches drain directly to
marine waterbodies including Skagit, Padilla, and Samish Bays.
This system has been in place for well over 100-years and Skagit,
Padilla, and Samish Bays are not impaired for temperature.
WDFW has classified the majority of the District ditches as artificial.
However, WDFW continue to maps the ditches as gradient
accessible, which means that these ditches often appear as
salmon habitat on state maps.

In addition, Ecology does not have a water quality standard for
artificial drainage systems that discharge to marine waterbodies.
As a result, Ecology has arbitrarily applied salmon life history
and/or primary contact swimming water quality standards to
artificial ditches which results in erroneously charactering
impairment.

These misrepresentations and characterizations have led to
confusion and misinterpretation by state agencies, which has
been exploited to advance efforts to justify the need for
mandatory buffers.

The Problem

Example of an artificial ditch
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Skagit Farmland & Salmon...

PS Info | Number of natural-origin 
Chinook salmon on spawning grounds 
(wa.gov)

 The Skagit River produces 60% of Puget Sound Chinook Salmon and is the only river that 
produces substantial runs of all of native salmon and trout species.

 WDFW escapement data for Chinook shows a positive trend. Skagit-Chinook-Escapement-
KR-13_Sep_2016-2.pdf (skagitwatershed.org)

 RCO reports that $163 million have been invested in the Skagit through voluntary 
salmon recovery and riparian planting efforts. Many of the highest priority projects 
have been completed

 Over a 1,000 acres of critical habitat has been or is in the process of being restored in 
the Skagit ag-zone. Completed projects have met or exceeded predictions for juvenile 
fish habitat. These projects have been completed through cooperation, win-win 
outcomes, and shared goals. 

 Skagit County is one of only two fully functioning agricultural 
economies remaining in Puget Sound

 Significant source of fresh local food for the Emerald Corridor, 
including over 80 specialty crops and dairy products

 $300+ million farmgate value annually

 Globally significant for seed production

 Skagit Valley has some of most agriculturally productive 
farmland worldwide.

 Our soil is an important natural resource that needs to be 
conserved for future generations. 

Contact Information:
Jenna Friebel, Executive Director
360-708-0344 / jfriebel@skagitdidc.org

WE SUPPORT

 Investing in existing Voluntary Programs 
and Cooperative Agreements

 Investing in a common and local
understanding of natural resources 
including soils, salmon habitat, and critical 
riparian management zones

 Empowering local elected tribal and non-
tribal leaders to develop natural resource 
management plans and set goals

Salmon Recovery and Farmland Preservation is about balance and cooperation

https://www.pugetsoundinfo.wa.gov/Indicator/Detail/4/VitalSigns
https://www.skagitwatershed.org/wp-content/uploads/Skagit-Chinook-Escapement-KR-13_Sep_2016-2.pdf
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